
NAMS Summer Reading List 2023 (Optional)

If completed, the assignment will be recorded as a Major Grade for ELA.

Entering 6th Grade: Choose from one of the following:

1. The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan.

Summary: Twelve-year-old Percy Jackson is on the most dangerous quest of his life. He
must catch a thief who has stolen Zeus’s lightning bolt, and along the way, battle a host
of mythological enemies trying to stop him. (Fantasy)

2. Rebound by Kwame Alexander

Summary: Charlie is a normal kid and then something happens to his dad and all that
changes. Charlie starts making some bad choices and he gets sent to his grandparent’s
house for the summer. Then he meets his cousin Roxie who teaches him how to play
basketball. Basketball helps Charlie get through his worries and “find his smile again.”
(Realistic Fiction)

3. Lucky Broken Girl by Ruth Behar

4. Summary: In this coming of age story, Ruthie Mizrahi, a 10- year- old girl of Cuban-
Jewish heritage, comes to live in New York City. Just when she feels she is making
progress socially and culturally, a traumatic injury changes everything. (Historical Fiction)

5. Merci Suárez Changes Gears by Meg Medina

Summary: As scholarship students at their Florida private
school, Merci and her brother Roli have always felt a little different. When her
grandfather starts to forget things, life at home and in sixth grade seem almost
impossible to manage. Winner of the 2019 Newbery Award! (Realistic Fiction)

6. New Kid by Jerry Craft

Summary: Jordan Banks dreams of going to art school as he enters seventh grade,
however his parents would rather send him back to the prestigious prep school he
attends where he is among the only black students. With humor and sadness, this
graphic novel gives a glimpse into the world of a middle school student who just doesn’t
quite fit in. (Graphic Novel)



7. Refugee by Alan Gratz
Summary: Follows the lives of three young people, Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud, as
each goes on a harrowing journey in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable
dangers–from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But for each of them, there is always
the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by
continents and decades, surprising connections will tie their stories together in the end.
(Historical Fiction / Young Adult)

8. The Misfits by James Howe

Summary: Skeezie, Addie, Joe, and Bobby -- they've been friends forever. They laugh
together, have lunch together, and get together once a week at the Candy Kitchen to eat
ice cream and talk about important issues. Life isn't always fair, but at least they have
each other --and all they really want to do is survive the seventh grade. This funny
coming of age novel explores what it means to fit in, and just how cool it can be to be a
misfit. (Young Adult)

Entering 7th Graders: Choose from one of the following:

1. Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson.

Summary: Young Mattie Cook, living in Philadelphia, struggles with
the aftermath of the American Revolution and the onslaught of the plague. Read about
her fight for survival. (Historical Fiction)

2. Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment by James Patterson

Summary: This action packed novel has a group of unique kids on the run from an
organization. They are fiercely loyal to one another and work to find a way to survive in
the wilderness while uncovering the mystery of this secret organization. A story of
friendship and survival that will keep you on the edge of your seat!
(Science Fiction)

3. Short and Skinny by Mark Tatulli

Summary: As a middle schooler, Mark finds himself on the smaller side
of the physical spectrum--being short AND skinny has really wreaked havoc on his
confidence. So to end his bullying woes and get the girl--or at least the confidence to talk
to the girl--he starts to explore bulking up by way of the miracle cures in the backs of his
comics. But his obsession with beefing up is soon derailed by a new obsession: Star
Wars, the hottest thing to hit the summer of 1977. As he explores his creative outlets as



well as his cures to body image woes,Mark sets out to make his own stamp on the film
that he loves. (Graphic Novel)

4. Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson.

Summary: Tells the story of Woodson’s childhood, in verse. In these poems, she shares
what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with
the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. It
also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories. (Poetry and Memoir)

5. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie

Summary: This novel chronicles the life of Arnold Spirit, aka Junior, a Spokane Indian
from Wellpinit, WA. When a teacher pleads with this bright fourteen-year-old to escape
the hopelessness of “the rez,” Arnold switches to a rich white school and immediately
becomes as much an outcast in his own community as he is a curiosity in his new one.
Through art and soul-searching, he figures out where he truly belongs. (Multicultural
Fiction)

6. Uglies by Scott Westerfeld.

Summary: Set in a futuristic society, this novel follows Tally, an "ugly" who is trying to
survive in a society out to control her every move, including one day making her a
"pretty." (Science Fiction)

7. Zenobia July by Lisa Bunker

Summary: Zenobia July, an excellent coder and hacker, investigates a mystery while
wrestling with the challenges of a new school, a new family, and presenting her true
gender for the first time. (Realistic Fiction)

8. The House On Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

Summary: Mexican-American author Sandra Cisneros tells the story of Esperanza
Cordero, a 12 year-old Chicana girl growing up in the Hispanic quarter of Chicago
through a series of vignettes. (Young Adult)

Entering 8th Graders: Choose from one of the following:

1. Attucks! Oscar Robertson and the Basketball Team that Awakened a City by Phillip
Hoose.



Summary: By winning the state high school basketball championship in 1955, ten teens
from an Indianapolis school shattered the myth of their inferiority. (Nonfiction)

2. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Summary: It is 1939. Nazi Germany. By her brother's graveside, Liesel's
life is changed when she picks up a single object, partially hidden in the snow. It is The
Gravedigger's Handbook, left behind there by accident, and it is her first act of book
thievery. (Historical Fiction)

3. Internment by Samira Ahmed

Summary: Rebellions are built on hope. Set in a horrifying near-future United
States, seventeen-year-old Layla Amin and her parents are forced into an internment
camp for Muslim American citizens. (Dystopian Fiction)

4. Miss Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs

Summary: As our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob
journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling
ruins of Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children. (Gothic Historical
Fantasy/Mystery)

5. The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo

Summary: Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem
neighborhood. But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration
and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook. (Realistic Fiction, Novel in
Verse/Slam Poetry)

6. To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before by Jenny Han

Summary: Lara Jean, a high school daydreamer who writes love letters to the boys she
has crushes on. She never sends out the letters though, they're just for her to write so
she can let out her feelings and move on from her crush. Until one day, her sister
decides to change that.

7. Warcross by Marie Lu

Summary: The obsession started ten years ago and its fan base now spans the globe,



some eager to escape from reality and others hoping to make a profit. Struggling to
make ends meet, teenage hacker Emika Chen works as a bounty hunter, tracking down
Warcross players who bet on the game illegally. (Science Fiction/Dystopian Fiction)

8. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

Summary: Books are illegal. Technology rules all. Police no longer fear crime as much
as thought and the spreading of ideas. But, what if one book fell into one’s hands who is
supposed to control them? What if one girl impacts the way one police officer thinks?
What would change?

Assignment for Summer Reading Novel:

Assignment is due Aug, 17, 2023.

Reading Journal: Choose one novel from the reading list for the grade you will enter in
the Fall of 2023. As you read the novel, be an active reader--mark, highlight, or make
notes as you see fit so that you may more easily find specific passages. Then, create
charts like the ones below. As you read, you will complete the reader response chart.
You will also choose five (5) quotes that stand out to you. Copy the quote, the page
number and the speaker in the left column. Respond to the questions about the quotes
in the right column.

Create two charts like the ones below (you may copy and paste the charts below). Answer the
following questions as you read the novel.

Reader Response Prompts Sample Response

Before Reading: Making predictions: Think
about the genre/title/author/setting. What do
you think the novel will be about? What
makes you think that?

I believe the novel will be about an unlikely
friendship developed through an exchange of
letters. I think this because the cover shows
two very remote settings, and the characters
seem to have a connection.

Making predictions: What challenges do you
think the characters might face?

During Reading: Self Monitoring: What have
you noticed about the story? Are there parts
that have confused you? What reading
strategies did you use while reading?



Inferring: What is the message of the story?
What have you noticed that the author might
not have explicitly told you? Is the setting
important to the story? Why or why not?

After Reading: What questions do you still
have? What questions would you ask the
author?

Quote Selections: Include
quote, speaker and page
number.

Sample Quote Response

Quote 1 “Summer was our best
season: It was sleeping on
the back screened porch in
cots, or trying to sleep in the
treehouse; summer was
everything good to eat; it was
a thousand colors in a
parched landscape; but most
of all, summer was Dill.”
Scout p. 36

Is there figurative language
present? If so, identify it. Why
did you choose this quote?
Explain the significance.
Sample response:
There are multiple metaphors
in this quote describing
summer. I chose this quote
because of Scout’s love of
summer. I feel like it
represents her innocent
perception of the season and
how she longs for freedom.

Quote 2

Quote 3

Quote 4

Quote 5


