NAMS Summer Reading List 2026-2027 (Optional)
Entering 8th Grade
Due to your ELA Teacher by August 13, 2026

If completed, the assignment will be recorded as a Major Grade for ELA.
Entering 8th Grade: Choose from one of the following:

1. Attucks! Oscar Robertson and the Basketball Team that Awakened a City by Phillip
Hoose.

Summary: By winning the state high school basketball championship in 1955, ten teens
from an Indianapolis school shattered the myth of their inferiority. (Nonfiction)

2. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Summary: It is 1939. Nazi Germany. By her brother's graveside, Liesel's

life is changed when she picks up a single object, partially hidden in the snow. It is The
Gravedigger's Handbook, left behind there by accident, and it is her first act of book
thievery. (Historical Fiction)

3. Travels With Charley: In Search Of America by John Steinback (Biography/Memoir,
1010L)

Summary: With Charley, his French poodle, Steinbeck drives the interstates and the
country roads, dines with truckers, encounters bears at Yellowstone and old friends in
San Francisco. Along the way he reflects on the American character, racial hostility, the
particular form of American loneliness he finds almost everywhere, and the unexpected
kindness of strangers.

4. The Boys Who Challenged Hilter by Philip Hoose (970L)

Summary: A fascinating and inspirational story about a group of brave middle aged
children and their acts of defiance in Denmark during WWII. Based on a true story.



5. The Duel by Judith St. George

Summary: Highlights similar aspects of the lives of Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr
and examines how the two war heroes and founding fathers ended up in a duel that cost

one of them his life.

6. Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah

Summary: Adeline’s affluent, powerful family considers her bad luck after her mother
dies giving birth to her, and life does not get any easier when her father remarries.
Adeline and her siblings are subjected to the disdain of her stepmother, while her

step-siblings are spoiled.

Assignment for Summer Reading Novel:

Reading Journal: Choose one novel from the reading list for the grade you will enter in
the Fall of 2026. As you read the novel, be an active reader--mark, highlight, or make
notes as you see fit so that you may more easily find specific passages. Then, create
charts like the ones below. As you read, you will complete the reader response chart.
You will also choose five (5) quotes that stand out to you. Copy the quote, the page
number and the speaker in the left column. Respond to the questions about the quotes

in the right column.

Create two charts like the ones below (you may copy and paste the charts below). Answer the

following questions as you read the novel.

Reader Response Prompts

Sample Response

Before Reading: Making predictions: Think
about the genreltitle/author/setting. What do
you think the novel will be about? What
makes you think that?

| believe the novel will be about an unlikely
friendship developed through an exchange of
letters. | think this because the cover shows
two very remote settings, and the characters
seem to have a connection.

Making predictions: What challenges do you
think the characters might face?

During Reading: Self Monitoring: What have
you noticed about the story? Are there parts
that have confused you? What reading
strategies did you use while reading?

Inferring: What is the message of the story?




What have you noticed that the author might
not have explicitly told you? Is the setting
important to the story? Why or why not?

After Reading: What questions do you still
have? What questions would you ask the

author?

Quote Selections: Include Sample Quote Response
quote, speaker and page
number.

Quote 1 “Summer was our best Is there figurative language
season: It was sleeping on present? If so, identify it. Why
the back screened porch in did you choose this quote?
cots, or trying to sleep in the | Explain the significance.
treehouse; summer was Sample response:
everything good to eat; it was | There are multiple metaphors
a thousand colors in a in this quote describing
parched landscape; but most | summer. | chose this quote
of all, summer was Dill.” because of Scout’s love of
Scout p. 36 summer. | feel like it

represents her innocent
perception of the season and
how she longs for freedom.

Quote 2

Quote 3

Quote 4

Quote 5




